Prenatal diagnosis of inborn errors of metabolism with renal manifestations.
Prenatal diagnosis has become increasingly important for the prevention of kidney disease due to inborn errors of metabolism. The indications for prenatal diagnosis in a specific disease depend on the degree of renal involvement and the concomitant pathology of other organs, but especially of the central nervous system. The availability of successful postnatal therapy reduces the necessity for prenatal diagnosis. The determination of enzyme activities, the demonstration of storage products in fetal tissues and the analysis of amniotic fluid components are the biochemical methods most frequently used for prenatal detection. Recently, recombinant DNA techniques have enlarged the spectrum of inherited disorders that can be diagnosed before birth.